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September & October 2015 

Calendar 
Sept 22 Member Meeting:   

Vision Beyond Seeing, 
with Don Komarchka 

Sept 23 APC First Class: 
Photography Laws, 
Ethics & Etiquette     
with Peter Gatt 

 Sept 25 APC First Photo Clinic 
Deadline for 
Submissions 

Sept 26 APC Field Trip: 
Georgian Bay  

Sept 30 APC Second Class:   
Top 10 Buttons to 
Know, Part One 

President’s Message:  
 Roy Robinson 

*New Program                 
Calendar 
*New Photo      
Clinics 
*More Classes 
*Creative 
Workshops 

 

Oct 07 
 

APC Third Class:       
Top 10 Buttons to 
Know, Part Two 

Balance, working both sides of my brain.  Without 
hesitation and like elastic, I find that I latch on to the 
analytical side of activities. 

Interestingly, I have been enamoured with music since my teens, albeit 
exclusively as a listener.  I have been grappling with guitar play for over 
a decade now.  I can see how it is a real large demand on my brain to 
think creatively during my guitar practice.  I am making some progress 
and plan to continue.  Guitar and playing music stretch me nicely away 
from analytical and into the creative mind. 

Photography also draws me toward creative thinking.  These two 
activities are important to me to bring balance.  I see several creative 
interests merge together.  During the concert shoot, the music is playing 
loudly.  The audience is watching and being entertained.  The artist 
moves closer to the front of the stage to engage the audience.  I was 
ready on the right side of the stage to capture this left-handed player. 

Here is another important balance.  APC is a club, operated by its 
members.  This is how it all comes together to provide monthly meetings 
and other activities.  Greater balance is required to spread the 
workload.  Dear members, seek out a place where you can assist or 
contribute to make the club stronger. 

The future is bright, increase your exposure.  Roy 
Photography by Roy Robinson 

The Doyle Bramhall Blues Concert  
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Vision Beyond Seeing 
Don Komarechka www.donkom.com 

There are techniques to make an image look very 
similar to the way we remember it, and there are 
techniques to present images that we could never 
imagine seeing with our own eyes. Each has their 
value, but creativity reigns supreme.  

This presentation will try to answer a few difficult 
questions – what is creativity and how do I find it, and 
how do I think outside the box? How do I make 
something new and interesting, and how do I use the 
camera as extension of my own vision? How and why 
would I want to previsualize a scene, and what happens 
when I don’t get the results I expect?  
There will be many tangents. The material will be 

entertaining. You’ll leave 
with countless new ideas and 
the inspiration to execute 
them.  

Shooting hockey at a local arena and not at the ACC? Here are 
some tips for shooting in low light: 
 
1.  Try to get as close to the action as possible.  If you’re shooting from behind 
glass: Bring a towel and some glass cleaner to remove smudges. Wear dark 
clothes to reduce reflections in your images. Position yourself under a light to 

throw light on your subject, but avoid areas where the lights or windows are behind you as these cause 
reflections in your images.  Place your lens hood against the glass to help reduce reflections. 
 
2.  Use a monopod (best bet for fast action) or tripod when shooting. 
 
3.  Shoot in Manual mode or in Sports/Action mode.  Manual Mode: Shoot in RAW rather than JPEG to give 
you more flexibility in post-processing.  Camera settings: aperture at its widest setting; ISO setting between 
1600-3200 (depending upon available light); and shoot as fast as possible, without sacrificing exposure, to 
capture the action. Aperture- Priority Mode: Aperture at its widest setting and ISO setting as above. The camera 
will set the shutter speed. 
 
4.  It’s easier to get a sharp image of a moving subject if you’re photographing the subject coming towards you, 
rather than trying to capture it at a ninety-degree angle. 
 
5.  Try to shoot other moments rather than fast action.  Photograph a face-off, players sitting on the bench or in 
the penalty box, etc.  And don’t forget the fans! 
 

 

APC September 22nd Member Meeting, 
HMS Ajax Room, 6:30 p.m. 
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Don Komarechka is a nature, macro and 
landscape photographer located in Barrie, 
Ontario, Canada. From auroras to pollen, 
insects to infrared, much of Don’s 
photographic adventures reveal a deeper 
understanding of how the universe works. 
Exploring the world that we cannot see with 
our own eyes has been a common thread in 
Don’s career as a professional 
photographer. 

Photo Tips and Tricks with Angela 

Photography by                   
Angela McMullen 

 

 



 

 
3 

Photography Laws of Ontario, 
Ethics and Etiquette with Peter  

Classes have been moved to the McLean Community Center 
on 95 Magill Drive, Ajax (near Hwy 2 & Westney) 
Community Classroom One, first floor.  6:30pm              
Bring notebook and pen. 

1

Charter of Rights and Freedoms  
Everyone in Canada has the fundamental freedom of thought, belief, 
opinion, and expression, including the freedom of press and other 
media of communication.  
Basically this provides every Canadian the freedom to take 
photographs and use methods to share those photographs. This 
does not mean that those photographs may be used in any and all 
manners that the photographer wishes though. 
  

Privacy Act  
The privacy act is often wrongly assumed to provide personal 
privacy to individuals when in public.  
In fact the privacy act only protects personal information that is 
submitted to the government.  
Privacy Act, 2.: The purpose of this Act is to extend the present laws of 
Canada that protect the privacy of individuals with respect to personal 
information about themselves held by a government institution and that 
provide individuals with a right of access to that information.  
 
Where can I photograph?  
A photographer can take a photo anywhere that the photographer is 
legally allowed to be. This includes but is not limited to:  
· _Your own property  
· _Public property  
· _Private property with permission of owner  
 
The laws regarding where you can legally be are beyond the scope of this 
pamphlet to properly describe and annotate. 

Unless otherwise notified a photographer may take photographs when legally 
on private property.  

What can I photograph?  
Assuming no others laws are being broken you may photograph 
anything you can see.  
Despite common misconceptions this includes:  
· _Children  
· _Accidents  
· _Fire scenes  
· _Infrastructure  
· _Residential buildings  
· _Industrial buildings  
· _Criminal activity  
· _Law enforcement officers  
 
The most notable exception and basic rule of thumb on whether the 
subject was legally photographed is considered “reasonable 
expectation of privacy”.  
Anybody that has a “reasonable expectation of privacy” cannot be 
legally photographed, even if other laws are being followed.  
For example, a couple in an intimate embrace cannot be photographed from 
the sidewalk through their window. If the couple were outside and in the same 
embrace then they could be photographed legally. 
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 What is publishing?  
Publishing can roughly be defined as displaying for viewing. This can 
include:  
· _Print in newspaper, book, magazine, etc.  
· _Display in gallery  
· _Posting online  
 
Posting online is not limited to social media sites or password protected 
sites.  
 

What can I publish?  
Your right to publish photographs is protected under section 2b of the 
charter of rights and freedoms  
Any photograph may be published with these exceptions:  
· _You do not own  
· _Would interfere or threaten national security  
· _Would interfere with a large number of Canadian lives  
· _Name or photo of a minor convicted or charged with an offence  
· _A recognizable person endorsing a product or service without model 
release  
· _Image modified to deliberately mislead or misrepresent what an 
identifiable person is doing  
 

Who owns a photograph?  
Ontario does not have a law that gives each person a right to his or her 
image. This means that the creator of that image solely owns an image 
of a person.  
A notable exception to this is 
when a photographer is working 
for somebody else. Then, unless 
otherwise stated through 
contract, the employer owns the 
copyright to the image.  
 

Can I be forced to 
delete photos?  
With very few exceptions nobody 
can force you to destroy your 
personal property. This means 
you cannot be forced to delete 
memory cards or expose your roll 
of film.  
Notable exception is where the 
photograph jeopardizes 

Where can I get 
more information 
online?  
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms: 
http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/charter/  
Criminal Code of Canada: http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-46/  
Trespass to property act: http://www.canadalegal.com/gosite.asp?s=1900  
Privacy Act: http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/p-21/index.html  
General overview and links: http://ambientlight.ca/  

APC Classes September 23rd with Photography 
Instructor Peter Gatt from the School of Photography 
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I would like to welcome all returning members and all new 
members that have joined us to a new exciting and creative year at 
the APC. 

Creativity is the theme this year, learning the difference between 
looking and seeing.  We are very pleased to welcome back a very 

talented photographer, writer and speaker Don Konarechka.  His new 
presentation on creativity will be on  “Vision Beyond Seeing”.  Sept 22nd, 
Tuesday 6:30pm at the ACC HMS room. 

In August, I was listening to CBC radio in the afternoon driving home. The 
topic was Contemplative Photography.  There was an interview with one of my 
favourite Canadian master photographers Freeman Patterson.  He was talking 
about the difference between taking a photograph and making a photograph.  
“The best photograph is the subject next to you, behind you all around you.”  I 
thought this would be a great topic for a summer creative class. Please see the 
meet-up site under past meet-ups.  You can see the presentation under        
http://files.meetup.com/7259952/Contemplatory%20Photography%20Aug%202
0.pdf 

It has been a busy summer, we have put together a new Program Calendar for 
the APC 2015-16 photo year.  Most of the presenters have been scheduled and 
a run down of the classes are on there.  More, then files: 
http://files.meetup.com/7259952/APC%20Program-Calendar-2015-
2016%20Sept%209th.pdf Download and print as a reminder on the fridge. 
Keep in mind that events are subject to change; please check out meet-up site 
for updates and changes. 

We are listening at the APC. We have added more classes.  This year we have 
had to relocate to the McLean Center on 95 Magill Ave (near Westney and 
Hwy 2) Community Classroom One.  Post processing photo editing will be 
emphasized from the beginning.  Members should become comfortable with 
resizing, reformating, renaming and uploading to the meet-up site to 
participate with the classes, events and competitions.  

We will be having a “Welcoming Committee” on Sept 22nd during registration.  
New members will be approved on the meet-up site right away, get a quick tour 
of our meet-up site, and sign up for the classes.  Many thanks to Steve, Eileen 
and Brian. 

Three new online Photo Clinics will be introduced this year, where you can 
submit images, then get accredited judge scores and feedback on your 
submissions.  First deadline is next Sept 25th, see the meet-up site for more 
details.  At the last part of the October member meeting there will be a 
slideshow presentation of the submitted images.   Members are welcome to stay 
and learn from the critiques of the judges. 

For APC members who would like to do more photo online challenges, and 
casual events. Join the PNE meet up site (Photo Network East) with Jeff 
Kitchen. They are a Whitby group that offers much learning and fun for only 
$10.00 per year (renewal in November). 

Sept and Oct offers many photo-ops, 
outings, workshops and field trips.  
These are a lot of fun, please see 
meet-up site for more information as 
events are scheduled.  

Ron Pereux,  APC Creative Director 

The Practice Of 
Contemplative 
Photography: 
Seeing The World 
With Fresh Eyes 
by Andy Karr, Michael Wood  
����� 

 
This book teaches us how to 
fully connect with the visual 
richness of our ordinary, daily 
experience. Photography is 
not just a mechanical process; 
it requires learning how to see. 
As you develop your ability to 
look and see, you will open, 
more and more, to the natural 
inspiration of your 
surroundings.  
 
Filled with practical exercises, 
photographic assignments, 
and techniques for working 
with texture, light, and colour. 

Ron’s Blog  Page Four 

Book of the Month 
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We have been providing 
photographic coverage  for the 
Town of Ajax for the last few 
years. 

Ajax through Robert Gruber, Manager, Community 
& Cultural Development, has appreciated our 
enthusiasm and support. 

Robert has been more thorough and conscientious 
about requesting photographers and giving us notice 
in advance and we have covered almost all the events 
requested. 

Robert sends the list to APC and I publish the notice 
of these events about 10 days in advance as an event 
on our meet up site so people can sign up and know 
who else is attending. Often an indication of the 
number of photographers requested is listed. 

As you can imagine a small award ceremony can 
support only one or two photographers and an event 
like Canada Day can support a dozen. 

I list these as: 

The volunteer opportunity is a chance to get out and 
shoot an event for the town. Relatively inexperienced 
photographers are welcomed. If you sign up as a 
novice please make sure you have the support of 
another photographer/mentor. If you need help 
finding someone let me know and I will help rattle the 
bushes. This is not a paid opportunity. 

 
The Volunteer Assignment is for more experienced 
photographers; that is, someone who is confident they 
can complete the assignment and submit the requested 
photographs, one who has completed event 
photography previously. As an assignment, there is 
usually a shot list provided by the event organizer and 
a small honorarium. 
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Please check out the PanAm Youtube Videos of 
Ajax: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cCzAUrEoes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jDri26PQEwA 

 

 

With Michael Nelson 

APC & Town of Ajax  

              Volunteer Opportunities 
Page Five 
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The Town of Ajax would like to take this opportunity to recognize the incredible partnership 
that has developed over the last few years between the Ajax Photography Club and the Town. 
 
The Town’s Community Development staff worked closely with founding members to help get 
the Club established, and continues to assist in a variety of ways, including discounted 
meeting space through the Town’s Community Group Affiliation Program, financial support 
for the Club’s Photography Contest, club promotion and volunteer/paid photographer 
opportunities.  
 
The Club has played major roles in capturing Ajax through photos during Town-delivered 
special events. Some of these events have included Winterfest, Canada Day Celebrations, 
Pumpkinville, the Town’s annual Volunteer Recognition Awards, The Ajax Santa Claus 
Parade, St. Francis Centre performances and most recently, events, celebrations, and Baseball 
and Softball events for the 2015 Pan Am Games.  
 
During the Pan Am Games, four Club members (Angela McMullen, GJ Baylon, Laurie 
Taylor, and Bryan Vandenburg) were given special accreditation, allowing them access to the 
President’s Choice Ajax Pan Am Ballpark, to capture the spectator experience and all the 
excitement of the Games, including Canada’s Gold in Men’s Baseball and Softball, and 
Women’s Softball, and Canada’s Silver in Women’s Baseball – the first time ever that 
Women’s Baseball was played in a multi-sport Games.  In addition, there were a number of 
events leading up to and during the Games, that Club photographers helped to capture, 
including the 1 Year Countdown Event in 2015, the Pan Am Ajax and Parapan Am Ajax 
Torch Relays, the Pan Am Ajax Launch and Official Opening Ceremony, cultural events, the 
official closing ceremony and the community thank you event, to name a few.  Special thanks 
go out to Michael Nelson for coordinating the photographers for these events, as well as Bob 
Wilson, Ron Pereux, Eileen Nixon, Denise Viret, and so many other Club photographers who 
have helped to capture, not only the Pan Am Ajax events, but the Town’s other festivals, 
events, and performances. 
 
Through this partnership, the Club has captured Ajax through a variety of settings, 
showcasing the vibrancy of our Town and our fantastic amenities, as well as our diverse 
residents and visitors and the great event experiences they are participating in. 
  
We look forward to continuing this partnership and thank you all for the work you do, 
fostering the art of photography in our community. 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert Gruber       Manager, Community & Cultural Development 
Robbie Prochilo    Community Development Coordinator 
 

Letter from the Town of Ajax 

In Appreciation  Page Six 
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Artist Statement 

To photograph underwater is a unique, challenging 
and ultimately satisfying experience for me as a 
photographic artist.  There is an element of uncertainty 
when photographing underwater due to the very nature 
of water, the technical requirements, and the 
realization that being totally submerged is not a natural 
state for people. Time and place are suspended 
underwater, watching the play of light, flow of the 
human form and fabrics make for an ethereal 
experience controlled by the subject’s movement, 
patience, camera settings and artificial lighting.  
Images are captured in-camera with post-production in 
Photoshop to correct backscatter and debris floating in 
the water.  I never cease to be amazed by the untold 
beauty offered by such a simple element as water, this 
precious resource sustains and nourishes us. The 
natural beauty offered beneath the surface of all the 
Earth’s waters fascinates and inspires me.  

Biography: Margaret began exploring photography as 
a creative hobby in 2004 and is completely self-taught 
photographically and in post-production 
editing/printing.  After a varied career in accounting 
and aesthetics, she decided to focus on photography 
full time in 2007.  Her early ventures included shooting 
weddings, nature, portraiture, landscapes and macro 
but her perspective and creative interests changed 
profoundly after discovering the imaginative 
underwater works created by Howard Shatz (New 
York) and Zena Holloway (London).  The amazing 
ethereal enthralled her, flowing weightless quality and 
wonderful play of light offered by the underwater 
environment that no studio setting could ever replicate.  
And, since so few Canadian photographers were 
working in this medium, she knew there was a fine art 
niche here just waiting to be explored and filled. 

Ontario doesn’t enjoy salt water (excepting frigid 
Hudson Bay), but is home to one-third of the world’s 
fresh water in its quarter-million lakes.  Unfortunately, 
most of these are too inaccessible, cold and lack the 
pristine clarity required for her particular style of work.   
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Not a problem, since 
the home she and her 
husband Rod have in 
Whitby, Ontario just 

east of Toronto happened to come with a 20 by 40 foot 
heated in-ground pool, a made-to-order ‘Studio’ ready 
for action.  Since the pool studio season is only during 
May to October in Ontario, Margaret spends the 
remaining six months of the year creating the 
costuming, props, etc. for next years’ underwater 
sessions as well as creating fine art composite images in 
her small indoor studio.   

Margaret literally jumped in with both feet, and finds 
she is continually learning as her shoots become 
increasingly creative, complex and far more challenging 
technically.  She has focused exclusively on her 
underwater work with the occasional foray into fine art 
composite work during the winter months when the 
underwater studio is closed. 
2015 Awards + Achievements: 
Vistek Canada National Gallery February-December2015 

Vistek Canada Blog article-‘ What Lies Beneath’ 

Vistek Canada Blog article-“How to Make Gallery Quality 
Prints’-Awarded Craftsman of Photographic Arts (CPA), 
Professional Photographers 
of Canada (PPOC) 

- PPOC Certified Judge - 
Regional Image Salons  

- Featured in Vistek 
Canada cover ads for 
Epson Canada printers 
(Applied Arts and 
Scotiabank Contact 
magazines)  

- One Eyeland Awards:  
Bronze (Fine Art/Other 
Category) for ‘Tiny 
Dancer’ 

-    Appointed a Canadian 
Ambassador for Ikelite 
Underwater Systems 

- Exhibitor at Sony’s PHOTOGraphie Open Gallery 
Exhibition 

- Guest speaker Ajax Photography Club  
 

With Keynote Presenter Margaret Hines. 

APC Member Meeting:  

                     Tuesday, October 27th, 2015 
Page Seven 
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APC Exhibits & Competitions                                    
with Bob Wilson 

Page Eight 

 

 

 
Announcing the December "Fun 
Competition" Date of Friday Dec 
4th, 2015, it's location (Deer Creek, 
Mr C's ) and the all in price of $55.00 plus 
the limit of 65 dinner spots with a 1st come, 
1st serve notification. 

 
The only "new" exhibit will be at the 
Mclean Centre in Nov and we will use our 
"Year End Competition" images as subject 
matter. 

 
We are looking for two more 
photographers to be featured at the Ajax 
Hospital Exhibit. Need 7 images per 
photographer and the content is to be 
PG13, no restriction on subject matter. 
Interested members are to contact Bob 
or Frans. Previous display photos can be 
seen on the Hospital Flicker site at the 
following link: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rvhsf/sets/72
157655286051969 

Photo display at Debbie’s has been 
refreshed. Stop by to have a coffee and vote 
on your favourite photograph. 
 

Most fun photo opportunity was the Para 
PanAm Torch Run Assignment for the 
Town  (check out the little girl and the Pan 
Am mascot) 

 

Special Thanks to the gracious 
people at Debbie’s Café               
(94 Harwood Ave.).....Great Coffee 
and Teas, Amazing Desserts 
Join us on the 2nd Friday of each 
month for friendly Photo Feedback 

evening at 
Debbie’s. 



 

 

         Photoshop Tips & Tricks with 
Chris Noronha 

Sharpening Images With The High Pass Filter 

 
As photographers we all know that sharpness could mean the difference between a keeper and visit to the 
trash bin. While sharpening a photo is a common practice in most photographers’ workflow, occasionally it 
can add some unwanted noise to your images. This is where High Pass sharpening can help.  

1 - On the Layer palette, select your Background Layer and right click. Select Duplicate Layer. 

2 - With this new layer highlighted select Filter > Other > High Pass. Set the Radius. The higher the 
Radius, the more sharpening is applied to the photo. Somewhere in the range of 0.5 to 3.0 is about right, 
depending on the subject matter and how much you want to sharpen it. 

3 - Go to Image > Adjustments > Hue/Saturation... and set the Saturation to zero. This eliminates any 
colour fringing. 

4 - In the layer panel change the blending mode to Soft Light and you're done. You can also use Overlay 
and Hard Light to achieve different amounts of sharpening.  You can also adjust the amount of sharpening 
by adjusting the opacity of the high pass layer. 

1. 2. 3. 

4. 
5. 


