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Photo, Friendly, Fun, Focus & Feedback

Message from the 
President 
John Stager

First of all, I want to wish all members and your families the very best for 
2018. I have thoroughly enjoyed the first half of our 2017/18 club season 
and it’s been a real pleasure chatting with members at meetings, classes 
and outings.

The good news is that there is plenty more to come, with many club 
activities on the horizon in 2018. Please check the meet-up site for 
further details.

I also encourage everyone to get out this winter to take photos. I must 
admit, I’ve never been a big fan of winter weather, but I absolutely love 
winter photography. My New Year’s resolution this year is to get out at least 
twice a week to take pictures. The snow-covered trees and landscapes, the 
winter mist that covers the ice-covered lakes and the unique features of 
birds and wildlife in winter all present wonderful opportunities for picture 
taking. The other good news is that you don’t have to travel far to get these 
images. There are many locations near or on Lake Ontario where the photo 
opportunities are endless.

So get out there, take pictures and share your images with members. 
I, for one, thoroughly enjoy seeing images from members. 

Enjoy the year ahead of us!
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Jan 15  Deadline for 

Submission to GTCCC 
Open Challenge

Jan 16  APC Class - shooting 
difficult situations 

Jan 18  Tutoring Thursday   
Creative Composition 

Jan 23  APC Member Meeting, 
Presenter: George 
Kourounis

Jan 25 Tutoring Thursday    
  Post-Processing 

Jan 30  APC Class - Lightroom 
Organizing & Archiving

Horned Owl Couple 
Photo by Richard Cousineau 

Calendar
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APC Member Meeting: Tuesday, January 23, 2018  
Presenter: George Kourounis 

The APC is proud to welcome global explorer, adventurer and 
storm chaser, George Kourounis as the guest speaker for our 
January member meeting.

George Kourounis is a renowned global adventurer, storm 
chaser, explorer and television presenter. Based in Toronto, his 
efforts to document nature’s worst weather conditions have 
taken him all over the globe, into places most normal people 
are fleeing from. Whether it’s a tornado outbreak in Kansas, a 
monster hurricane in the Gulf of Mexico, forest fires in British 
Columbia, or even an erupting volcano, he’s usually in the 
middle of the action with his camera rolling.

His efforts around the world have been seen on the Discovery 
Channel, National Geographic Explorer, BBC-TV, CNN and of 
course, his own adventure TV program Angry Planet, which 
has been broadcast in over 100 countries. 
By sharing these adventures with the world, George hopes 
that he can inspire people to break out of their routines and 
do something that they consider a little bit scary. 

Website: http://www.furiousearth.com/ 
Instagram: @gkourounis 
Twitter: @georgekourounis  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
exploregeorgekourounis 

 George Kourounis •  Photo by Mark ReesNorthern Lights, Baffin Island, Nunavut 
 Photo by George Kourounis 

Hurricane Ike, Galviston Island, Texas  
 Photo by George Kourounis
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Ron’s Blog
Sign up and join our fun and informative 
classes & workshops!

I would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy 
photography year. 

This past November, Andre Gallant took us on a 
journey to some amazing places around the world. 
The photography was inspirational and innovative. He 
captured both the feel of the location and the character 
of the people. In his workshop at Vandermeer Nursery, 
we practiced ICM, Intentional Camera Movements, to 
create impressionistic images. I used these images to 
create an artistic calendar. 

Many of us visit the Caribbean and other warm countries 
to get away from the frigid temperatures we’ve been 
experiencing. Here at home and just down the road in 
Hamilton this cold weather creates great opportunities 
for photography. 

Speaking of Hamilton, if you are in the area, it is worth 
a visit to the Royal Botanical Gardens. You can get that 
summer feeling without travelling to another country. 

This month we will have classes on Travel Photography. 
We will emphasize safety, gear, packing and applying 
composition.  The following week we will be shooting 
difficult scenes with instructor Peter Gatt from the School 
of Photography. Please look on the APC Members 
Google Drive for notes and videos under APC Classes.

 

The theme for February classes is Creative 
Composition. On February 5th, we will review Using 
Fundamentals and Elements. On February 13th, we 
will cover Composition of Masters: Iconic and Modern 
famous photographers. On February 20th we will 
look at Creative Composition in post-processing, and 
improving exposure and creative effects. Also we will 
learn to export for web and digital display as well 
as for print.

 Photo by  Ron Pereux

Bird of Paradise at Royal Botanical Gardens, Hamilton 
Photo by Ron Pereux

Ice Formations at Spencer Falls, Hamilton,  
Jan 2018  •  Photo by Ron Pereux
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APC Exhibits

Frans Grootveld 
Vice - President  

 
 

APC Exhibits

We currently have exhibits in two locations, 

the Ajax Pickering Hospital and Debbie’s  

Boutique Cafe.

 

Ajax/Pickering Hospital

Photographs by John Stafford and  

Alex Vanderzand will continue until February. 

 

 

These images are available for sale to the  

public with part of the proceeds going to the 

Hospital Foundation. Two of Mara Holdenried’s 

photos from the last exhibit were sold after 

publishing our previous newsletter.  If you are 

interested in participating in this on-going 

exhibit in the future please contact (Frans 

Grootveld) me for details.

  

Debbie’s Café

The exhibit at Debbie’s Café will be refreshed 

in the New Year using images from past APC 

competitions. Debbie’s kindly donates gift 

certificates for favourite photos as chosen by 

her customers. Go have a look at the exhibit 

and support Debbie’s as well.

Volcano hummingbird with flowers 
 Photo by Mara Holdenried

Wind-blown cardinal 
 Photo by  Mara Holdenried
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APC Clinics & Contest

Richard Cousineau, C.E.T.
APC VP & Program Director -  
Contests and Clinics

Photo Clinics 

We, once again, had a very  successful photo 

clinic in October with everyone receiving their 

scores by mid-November. In total we had 29 

members submit 85 images.

2017 Annual Christmas Dinner 

Our annual Christmas Dinner and Fun 

Competition was held on Friday Dec 1, 2017, 

at Deer Creek ( Mr. C’s ). In all, 30 people 

attended and enjoyed a great dinner with the 

camaraderie of other members and guests. 

The fun competition was held during the 

evening with all attendees voting for their 

favorite in the Beginner, Intermediate, and 

Advanced categories. There were 28 entries 

consisting of 1 Beginner, 14 Intermediate, and 

13 Advanced submissions. It seems every year 

it’s harder to pick your favourite. Our members 

are getting better and better, but we need 

some more beginner entries. In the past we’ve 

had close to one third of all submissions come 

from beginner level photographers, now only 

one. I know there are good beginners out 

there,  I’ve seen some of their work, so let’s get 

at it and join the fun for the next competition. 

Show the pride in your images! 

Where is the Pollen?  
 Beginner Category • Photo by David Aspden 

GTCCC* News 

As some of you may already know, we have 
a photo-judge-in-training in Michael Nelson. 
After attending a GTCCC  training program 
earlier this year, Michael has been shadow 
judging our and other club competitions in 
order to become fully accredited. It’s a long 
process with many more competitions to 
shadow but Michael is progressing well. Once 
the process is complete he will be a fully 
accredited judge and can score at GTCCC 
member clubs. We’re proud to have Michael 
on this path to becoming APC’s first judge.  

*Greater Toronto Council of Camera Clubs
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Before the storm 
2nd place Intermediate • Photo by Kathy Waterhouse 

Just So  
3rd place Intermediate • Photo by Marlene Phillips 

Follow the leader 
Honourable Mention Intermediate • Photo by Eileen Nixon 

Discernment  
1st place Intermediate • Photo by Christina Todorov 

2017 
Annual Christmas Dinner 
& Fun Competition 
 
Intermediate Category
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Horned Owl Couple  
1st place Advanced • Photo by Richard Cousineau 

Cottage Aurora, Parry Sound  
2nd place Advanced • Photo by Frans Grootveld 

Human Crab 
3rd place Advanced • Photo by Bob Wilson 

Sunday Laundry 
Honourable Mention Advanced • Photo by Annie Gabaud 

2017 
Annual Christmas Dinner 
& Fun Competition 
 
Advanced Category
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Book of the Month
Review by Ron Pereux 
Inspirational Books 
by Andre Gallant

Andre is a freelance photographer and 
travels the world over in search of expressive 
images. He is the author of Expressionism, 
Dreamscapes, Inspiration, Innovation and a 

collaboration book called Arctic Moments.  He 
lives in Saint John, New Brunswick.

These books are passionate, with powerful 
images derived from impressionism and 
created by superimposing two photographs. 
In Dreamscapes, he teaches the techniques 
behind creating these fantastic images, and 
celebrates the art with eight stunning  
photo essays.

There are four types of dreamscape: composite 
dreamscapes are a combination of two 
unrelated images; mirror dreamscapes are 
made by flipping a copy of an image and 

superimposing it on the original; surreal 
dreamscapes combine an in-focus image with 
an out-of-focus image of the same scene;  
and cross dreamscapes combine a vertical 
image with a horizontal one to produce a 

square image. Each of these combinations  
produces unexpected and often incredibly 
moving results.

Not just a technical manual, these one-of-a-kind 
books gives inspiration to all photographers 
wanting to bring forth their inner artist.
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Instagram:  
A Photographer’s 
Paradise! 
Laurie J. Taylor

I’ll bet you didn’t know that quite a few of your fellow APC 
Members are already posting away on Instagram! Check 
out a few that I follow...and please let me know if I’ve 
missed anyone. I’ll happily include your Instagram 
handle in next month’s newsletter. 

@chrisnoronhaphoto 
@todorovchristina 
@annigabud 
@j.lallaphotos 
@kcullenphotos 
@richardadams427

Follow me 

@LaurieJTaylor @Soccer2001Boys @greenwood_cp


