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Message from the
President
John Stager
Spring, the season of renewal, is here. The migratory birds are returning and starting
to nest, the buds will start to show on the plants and trees soon, animals will emerge
from their winter hibernation and it won’t be too long before the butterflies and
other insects are seen again. All of this means of course that we will have many
opportunities to shoot images of springtime flora, fauna and landscapes.
You also have many options on where to do this. There are local hotspots like Lynde
Shores, Frenchman’s Bay, Whitby Harbour and Thickson Woods. Or you may want
to travel further afield to places like Algonquin Park or Niagara Falls. For the truly
adventurous, you can travel far and wide. For example, I am very excited that I will
be doing a 188 mile rafting/photography trip on the Colorado River in mid May.
I shoot primarily birds and wildlife but this will be an opportunity for me to take
advantage of some really amazing landscapes.
The bottom line is that there will be many photographic opportunities near where
you live, within the province, or in other provinces and countries. I encourage
you to take advantage of these opportunities. I personally find these experiences
incredibly satisfying and I think you will too.
Of course, we also want you to share your images on the Meet-up site with club
members. In addition, for our club meeting in April, Ron Pereaux is looking for club
members to profile their pictures in slide shows, so please take advantage of this
opportunity. We did this last year and it was a huge hit for members.
Enjoy your Spring photography.

Calendar
March 27	APC Member Meeting,
Presenter: Andrew
McLachlan - HMS Room
at ACC
March 29	Tutoring Thursdays Digital Darkroom:A
look at Luminar Debbie’s Cafe
April 3
		
		

Class-Creative 		
Slideshow - Rotary Park
6:45

April 5	APC Executive Meeting
Carruther’s Room at
ACC
April 21	GTCCC Capture - A
day of educations and
Annual Awards Gala
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APC Member Meeting: Tuesday, March 27, 2018
Presenter: Andrew McLachlan
The Ajax Photography Club
is proud to welcome
landscape and wildlife
photographer, Andrew
McLachlan as the guest
speaker for our March
members meeting. Andrew
McLachlan is a freelance photographer/writer

from Ontario, Canada. For as long as he can
recall, he has been fascinated by the natural
world. His photography became an extension
of that love. If he did not own a camera, he
would still be found hiking along dense boreal

forest trails, canoeing through wetlands, and
observing all nature has to offer. His extensive
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travels throughout Ontario have resulted in a
large, diverse collection of images that feature
landscapes and the flora and fauna of the
province. In addition to photographing
Ontario’s natural world his adventures have
taken him throughout the Caribbean and most
recently the Amazonian rainforest of Peru.
Andrew is also skilled at creating artistic
renditions using a combination of in-camera
techniques and Photoshop plug-ins to achieve
desired results.
Andrew’s first eBook ‘A Photographer’s Guide
to the Ontario Landscape ‘ is the first evercomprehensive guide to photographing
Ontario’s vast and varied landscape. There are
many outstanding photo destinations
throughout the province. In this e-book he has
covered many of the best locations; from the
remote Abitibi Canyon to Point Pelee, the
Ottawa Valley to the Algoma Highlands and
beyond, in an easy-to-read, easy-to-follow
guide, complete with driving directions to
each destination. When he first began
photographing the province’s landscape he
wished that there had been a resource such as
this available at the time. Having spent
countless hours searching the internet,
studying road maps, and meandering down
backroads in hopes of finding inspiring
landscapes to photograph, Andrew chose to
write this guide to simplify the process for
other photographers. While this eBook is
about photographing the Ontario landscape, it
also has dozens of tips scattered throughout
that will guide you to creating stunning
landscape imagery of your own, wherever you
may live. Andrew has offered this eBook to
APC members at a special discount rate of $20
(Cash only, please).
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Ron’s Blog
Sign up and join our fun and informative
classes & workshops!

Spring is here; looks like we have to be a bit
more patient for the good weather. Our March
classes on cell phone photography were a
success. We learned about many essential
features; how to focus, adjust exposure and
lock them. We experimented with the many
editing features of of mobile apps such as
Snapseed and Lightroom Mobile. We learned
about sharing images on social media to
show images to friends and family and also
how important it is to add watermarks and
resize your photos to impede others from
using them without
permission. I
was not a huge
supporter of cell
photography,
but applying
the principles of
composition and
understanding
the limitations of
the small sensors,
I have a new
respect that the
“I will have another drink with a side
next best photo
order of crickets”
Red-eyed tree frog, by Ron Pereux
may come from
a photographer’s
cell phone.
April Classes will look at “How to create
a great slideshow?” On April 3rd we will
be creating a group-based collection for a
slideshow. We will come up with an idea, ask
as many members that would like to join,
go out and capture, collect and edit. We will
need about 40 – 50 images. On April 10th
we will put the images together with one
of the slideshow programs, choose music

that reflects the topic then export into an
Mp4 file, that we can all view and enjoy our
collaborative effort.
Our own APC members will host the end of
April Members Meeting. Members that would
like to present a slideshow of their creative
and inspiring images, please see me. We
are asking for 3 to 4 minutes slideshows with
music that reflects the topic. The topic can be
of any genre, from travel to product, event to
wildlife. It was a great success last year; let’s
make it more fun this year… let’s do more.
The Tutoring Thursdays have been fun
learning Luminar, another software alternative
to Lightroom or Photoshop. It may not have
the organizing component, but you can
do so much with their collection of filters.
Using this collection you can create filter
masks, luminosity masks, and multiple levels
with filters and other images for creative
composites. We will continue Thursdays
looking at other software alternatives, such as
OnOne and Coral Paint. We will be alternating
locations between Pizza Pino’s and Debbie’s
Café, please check the program calendar or
meet-up. for location and time.
Our next presenter is Andrew McLachlan
an award winning freelance photographer
speaking about the Wildlife of Ontario &
Beyond. I was very fortunate to attend one of
his local workshops capturing the “Dart Frogs
of the Amazon”. It was held locally with these
tiny frogs raised in captivity from the London
area. There were four terrarium like set-ups
with natural backgrounds, where the handlers
placed frogs on various plants and twigs. This
was a great workshop practicing close up and
macro photography. We are in the planning
stages to have them host a workshop here
in April. Please let me know if interested we
need about 14 – 20 members.
3
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APC Clinics & Contest

APC Exhibits
Frans Grootveld

Richard Cousineau, C.E.T.

Vice - President

APC VP & Program Director Contests and Clinics

Year End Print Competition
The Year End Print competition is under way and the
deadline for submission is April 30th 11:59 PM. APC
will print your submission and these will be judged at
no cost to you. Please enter you favorite digital image
by e-mail to:apcentries@gmail.com following the
guidelines as posted on the meetup.
Link to Meetup: https://www.meetup.com/AjaxPhotography-Club/events/248672368/

APC has several exhibits rotating throughout locations
in Ajax at various times. All exhibits are made up of
images from APC contests and cycled through various
displays around Ajax. The exception to this is the display
at the Ajax-Pickering Hospital, which is composed of
featured photographers providing their own prints.

Debbies Café:

This is a great way to learn, improve

While we have an ongoing exhibit of member images
at Debbies Café, we have unfortunately learned that
Debbie’s will be closing and so the current display has
not been refreshed. The date for closure is not certain
at this point so the exhibit on display now will remain
until Debbie’s Café’s final day. Debbie has been a strong
supporter and contributed gift certificates to image
makers receiving the most customer votes during each
cycle. We thank Debbie for her ongoing support and
wish her well in her future endeavours.

Good luck to everyone

Ajax Pickering Hospital:

Photo Clinics
March 2nd was the deadline for the APC Photo Clinic
and your 3 digital images will be judged and scored
and each will be given anonymous feedback by our
accredited judges.

GTCCC* News
2018 GTCCC Open Challenge
Feb 1st was the deadline for the 2018 GTCCC
Open challenge.
https://www.gtccc.ca/open-challenge/
Gala will be held April 21st during the Capturing
Light and Shadow Education day in Markham
Awards will be presented during the banquet at
the Edward Village Hotel. https://www.gtccc.ca/
educational/
There were a maximum of 12 entries in the 12
categories. Let’s see how APC does this year, we
have had so many great entries .
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The exhibit at the hospital will be refreshed early
April. This cycle will feature Chris Noronha and Frans
Grootveld.
If you are interested in being featured in this exhibit
please contact Frans Grootveld or other APC Board
Members. The current exhibit will be up until sometime
in late June or early July.
Ajax Public Library:
We will have an exhibit on display at the main branch
of the Ajax Library in the Rotary Room from April 6th to
April 30th.
Town Hall:
There will be an APC exhibit at the Town Hall from June
14th to July 19th.
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Capture Intent
Workshop Series
Roy Robinson
Vice - President

the group discussion will be interactive and
provide strong learning opportunities for
seeing each of the elements at work within the
photos.

Presented by Roy Robinson & Michael Nelson
Intent is what you want your photo to convey
to people when they view the image.
The Capture Intent Workshop series focusses
on elements (line and shape, POV, depth,
and contrast) at the photo capture stage.
The format
provides
visual demonstrations,
healthy
discussions
and strong
learning
opportunities
for photographers who wish to capture their
intent more strongly.
The workshop series is applicable to all skill
and experience levels. The format of the
workshop series is NEW. We will be light on
the lecture portion and will emphasize the
photo display and group discussion portion.
We agree with author Seth Godin’s quote
“All us are
smarter than
any of us, so
the value all
goes up when
you share”.
Using photos
from online,

meetup.com/Ajax-Photography-Club/
events/248972803/ Sign up online today.
There are five workshops planned in the series.
They will run every two weeks starting Tues
April 17. There is a small $15 fee for each
evening to cover the cost of room rental.
Benefits: Following the workshop, members
will recognise the use of the four elements in
photos and will be able to compare strengths
and weaknesses of the elements in photos.
Members will be comfortable applying the
elements to capture their intent more strongly.
Levels: Advanced/ Intermediate/ Novice. The
workshop is applicable to all levels. Michael
Nelson & Roy Robinson will lead the sessions.
No specific
equipment
is needed
for the
workshops.
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Book of the Month
Review by Ron Pereux

Vision and Art: The Biology of Seeing
by Margaret Livingstone
Harvard professor, and neurobiologist
Margaret Livingstone brings together
science and art, looking how famous
painters fool the brain: why Mona Lisa’s
smile is mysterious, or Monet’s Poppy

of art.
The author demonstrates that how we
see an image depends ultimately on
the cells in our eyes and our brains. She
explains how the eye and brain translate
light into the colours and forms. The
science of art show many examples from effects of the impressionists, to the
impact of ads, paintings, photographs on
televisions and computer screens.
The illustrations are experiments that
show us how the eye translates the
luminescence of light into colour and
how the retina sends it to the brain.
You will learn how great painters use
techniques to fool the eye into seeing
depth and movement. This book
will show artists, photographers and
designers new techniques such as
creating depth or motion in their own
two-dimensional images.

Field looks like it has motion. There are
many charts and diagrams that illustrate
her points, and analyses of the same
phenomena found in famous works
6

6

APC Newsletter | March/April 2018

App: Adobe Spark
Laurie J. Taylor
I am always on the look out for new and
exciting apps that help me create new
ways of using my photos. Adobe Spark is my latest find.
Adobe Spark allows you to add text, colour and graphics
to your images giving you the ability to let your creative
juices flow! There are a multitude of uses for your newly
created “Spark”photos. You can share them with family and
friends on social media, you can create invitations, posters,
postcards for print or digital sharing. Spark even allows
you to make really cool slide shows with your photos. The
possibilities are only limited by what you imagine.
So give Adobe Spark a try, download it from the app store
on your mobile device or if that’s not your “thing” try the
desktop version. Either way I think you will have a lot of fun
trying out all the features.
@LaurieJTaylor • @Soccer2001Boys • @Greenwood_CP
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