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President’s Message
Frans Grootveld

As we approach a new season for the Ajax Photography Club we look forward to another great
year of learning opportunities, great guest speakers, and photo outings. We will see some
changes after 2 years of Covid, face some challenges, and welcome some opportunities.
There will be change as we retool to a hybrid model using both virtual (Zoom) meetings/classes
and in person meetings and outings. Zoom worked very well for us during Covid restrictionsbetter than in person sessions in some cases. Zoom also allowed us to get speakers from
anywhere. We took advantage by having speakers from coast to coast. We even have members
who live too far away to attend in person meetings. But of course there is nothing like meeting
each other in person and enjoying the social interaction that we humans crave.
The challenge for us is to find the right balance, to take advantage of what each brings. We also
have to keep alert to variants Covid may throw our way. Health, and by extension, social
restrictions may be largely gone but Covid hasn’t. We still have to be careful. We have to be on
the alert and remain flexible so we can adapt our program as necessary.
We now have the opportunity to utilize various ways of holding our meetings, both online and inperson, and maximize the benefits each brings. We will try to achieve a balance that will benefit all
our members and make our club stronger and better.
For the 2022-23 season we plan on having 4 in-person meetings and 5 online meetings. In
addition there will be workshops, classes, outings, and tutorials presented in a mix of in-person
and online sessions, as best suited to each program. In the end, the goal is to provide learning
and inspirational opportunities to enhance the enjoyment of our photography.
Happy photography

Frans
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I’ve taken many shots of skiers but never liked
them. This one I like. Every shot I’ve ever taken
before was from the ski boat. As a result the ski
rope was always coming directly at me in an
annoying and distracting way. This time I
changed perspective. I shot this from the dock
as the skier went by. It also helped that I
anticipated what the skier would do so waited
until he made a cut sending up the wave of
water. So, 2 tips: change perspective if you don’t
like what you see, and anticipate what will
happen in the scene to get the best shot.

The is an emerging Indian Pipe (Monotropa Uniflora),
which is a plant that does not produce Chlorophyll but,
rather, gets its energy from surrounding fungi. To get
this shot I had to lie on the ground to get the right
angle. Luckily they grow where there is little or no
sunlight so it’s easier to get a dark background. I’m
partial to these not so common flowers and am lucky
to have these annuals return to this spot on my
cottage property every year.

This last shot is one of many
wonderful sunsets we’ve had this
summer. This was taken on
Manitoulin Island at Providence
Bay. Using a high f-stop created
the starburst effect. The sun, low
on the horizon, creates a nice
warm glow while still adding some
accent light on the clouds and
mostly silhouetting the curve of
the shoreline.
Frans
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Ajax Photography Club
Calendar of Activities
2022 – 2023
September
2022
Sun

Theme:

Mon

Tue

Honour the Moment

Wed

Thu

1 Executive

Fri

Sat

2

3

8

9

10

Membership
Drive –
Library Lobby
Table

Membership
Drive –
Library
Lobby Table

Membership
Drive –
Library
Lobby Table

15

16

17

23

24

Meeting

4 Weekly

5

6

7

Challenge
Labor Day

11 Weekly 12

13

14

Challenge

APC
Open House
Room D
Library

18 Weekly 19

20 Member 21

22 Photo

Challenge

Meeting Inperson with
Ron Clifford –
Character
Matters

Discussions

25 Weekly 26
Challenge

Book
Study
Group

27

28 APC

29 Tutoring 30

6-week
Course –
Creative
Composition
with Michael
Willems

Thursday
Basics
Orientation

Have you paid your membership?
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October
2022
Sun

Theme:

Mon

Honour the Moment

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2 Weekly

3 Book

Challenge

Study Group

9 Weekly

10 Book

Challenge

Study Group

16

17 Book

4

Study the
Masters
Host
Confirmed

5 APC 6-week 6

7

8

14

15

20
Photo
Discussions

21

22

26 APC 6-

27

28

29 APC

week Course –
Creative
Composition with
Michael Willems

Tutoring
Thursday
BasicsColour
Calibration

Course –
Creative
Composition with
Michael Willems

Executive
Meeting

11 Weekly

12 APC 6-

13

Challenge
Review

week Course –
Creative
Composition with
Michael Willems

Tutoring
Thursday –
Photographic
Laws, Ethics
& Etiquette

18

19 APC 6-

23 Weekly 24 Book

25

Challenge

Member
Meeting Online
– Jacquie Matechuck
- Wildlife
Photography Canon Ambassador

APC
Autumn
Workshop –
Elora
Portrait/Lands
cape Weekly
Challenge

Study Group

Study Group

Photo Clinic
I - Deadline

Member
Meeting Online
– Jacquie Matechuck
- Wildlife
Photography Canon Ambassador

week Course –
Creative
Composition with
Michael Willems

APC
Autumn
Workshop –
Elora
Portrait/
Landscape

APC
Autumn
Workshop –
Elora
Portrait/
Landscape

Workshop –
Photographing
Ghosts

30 Weekly 31 Book
Challenge

Study Group
Halloween
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From Jane Nishikawa
Director: Membership

Membership Renewal: Welcome back to all members who have renewed already! If you haven’t
yet renewed, please log onto Meet-up, find the renewal event, click “ATTEND,” and follow the steps
to pay with a PayPal account or a credit card.
Alternatively, you can renew in person at our first monthly Member Meeting on September 20th.
Cash and cheques will be accepted.

The deadline for renewal is September 30!

Tip: Be sure to turn off the 10 second delay setting as soon as you have finished using it.
There is nothing worse than pushing the shutter button and realizing that your shot is
ruined because the camera is counting down as your subject flies away!
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Members’ Meeting
September 20, 2022
Welcome Members and Guests

Time

Description

7:00 - 7:15

Welcoming back members and new members
“Honour the Moment”
Announcements

7:15 – 8:00

Guest, Ron Clifford – Character Matters, Part 1

8:00 – 8:10

Break

8:10 – 8:55

Guest, Ron Clifford – Character Matters, Part 2

8:55 – 9:00

Final Comments and Adjournment

APC Presents
Ron Clifford
Character Matters

From Portrait Clients to Polar bears in the Arctic and even Penguins in Antarctica, revealing the character of your
subjects may be the most important thing a photographer can do. Those who know Ron know that while he is a
skilled, award-winning photographer, he is first and foremost an encourager, a mentor, and an educator. He has
made a career of encouraging the creative soul in others. As a result of his commitment to creating powerful imagery
and building strong communities, he has had his work featured around the world including being featured by Google
and National Geographic online.
He is also a Photography Guide on unique Expeditions and Photography Symposiums, travelling to some of the
most remote places on earth.
In Ron’s own words:

"I’m a visual storyteller.” I always say, “Do what you can’t help but do” and for me, that is to capture the
BEAUTY and CHARACTER in the people I meet and the places I travel to and to help others to do the same.
I have the best job in the world.”
7

From Ron Pereux
APC Volunteer Coordinator

Honour the Moment
“As soon as you honour the present moment, all
unhappiness and struggle dissolve, and life
begins to flow with joy and ease. When you act
out the present-moment awareness, whatever
you do becomes imbued with a sense of quality,
care, and love - even the simplest action.
~Eckhart Tolle~

This Photo Year’s Theme is “Honour the Moment”
Now retired, I am focusing on simplifying life and concentrating on wellness and the beauty around us. To
me, honouring the moment is to be kind and grateful for what life presents to you. One moment came with a
neighbour at the campground where I have a trailer. As we sat around a campfire chatting, I met Michael
and his little dog named Jack Daniel. Most of us are in our mid-fifties and I find most of the conversation
leans toward health concerns. Michael mentioned he was recently diagnosed with colon cancer, and he will
need surgery to remove most of his colon.
Jack Daniel is a miniature Doberman Pinscher, 11 years old, that went progressively blind in the last year
and a half. He is named after Michael’s grandfather, not the liquor. I noticed the strong connection between
them, which began when Jack was the runt of the litter. Jack followed Michael all the time he was visiting
the breeder, falling asleep in Michael’s arms. Jack is also diabetic and must have special treats. He also
has perfect, clean teeth, according to the vet. Knowing the health history, I asked Michael if I could do a
photo shoot that demonstrates the strong bond between human and pet.
Michael mentioned that, during the pandemic, Jack helped pull him through the dark days. The strong bond
that connects them is unconditional, like having a child. Pets are part of the family and require commitment,
care, and kindness. It‘s sad hearing about all the pets being given up at the humane society and SPCA,
now that people must return to work as the pandemic winds down.
8
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We have enjoyed a long hot summer. Not quite
care free, but we have reason to be optimistic.
This year, APC offers many opportunities to
learn lots about photography and meet others
who are interested in learning from you. Just
getting together again will be a positive
experience.
I continue to learn what it means to be an
education director. As part of the role I shall
pass on information about the various learning
opportunities. Meetup is the primary way to find
and sign up for APC activities, and here are a
few of the most celebrated.

EXPOSURE: An understanding of
the interplay between ISO, Shutter
speed and Aperture is critical to
taking control of your photography.
Set your dial to M, manual, and
practise. Once downloaded,
examine your photos, particularly
for errors and review the metadata
to consider what could have been
done differently. You will learn so
much and improve greatly.

The retreat to Elora to work with talented
photographer, Wayne Simpson, looks to be an
interesting experience. This will be a three day
getaway with fellow APC photographers and
promises to be packed with photographic
opportunities and learning.
I began Walk and Talk outings every 10 to 14
days in July and will continue to host these
opportunities for us to gather, go for a short
walk, find things to photograph, and talk about
what we are learning. Let me know if there is a
destination or time that is of particular interest
to you. I’ve been keeping them local and free
from parking fees.

From Michael Nelson
Director: Education

The Book Study group is searching for a book
for participants to work through together and to
apply the learning to weekly assignments. If
you are able to do some research to find a
book that you think might be interesting, you
could add it to the list of candidates.
Study the Masters is a monthly activity that is
an opportunity to look at a couple of dozen
photographs by a master and discuss, with
other members, online, what is compelling
about the photographs. You can decide who is
a master and host the activity. You can sign up
with Kathie Waterhouse or me and choose one
of the available months. All you need to do is
gather two or three dozen photographs by your
master and present them for discussion to the
participants.

“What’s really important is to
simplify. The work of most
photographers would be improved
immensely if they could do one
thing: get rid of the extraneous. If
you strive for simplicity, you are
more likely to reach the viewer.”
~William Albert Alford~

I’m looking forward to meeting everyone.
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Two of Michael’s photographs taken this summer.
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From Jay Broderick
Director: Clinics and Contests

"Our clinics provide an excellent opportunity to
get feedback on your photography from
accredited judges. You can take this feedback
to enhance your images for entry into our
Christmas
Fun,
and
Year-End
Print
Competitions. Please join us!"
(Right) Jay’s photo of The Black Crowes
backup singer Mackenzie Adams, shot at
Budweiser Stage in Toronto on July 6, 2022..

"Create a checklist for yourself before heading
out for a shoot... charged batteries? memory
cards? soft cloth for lens cleaning? correct
lenses for your planned shoot? It may seem
simple, but I have personally been left out in the
cold because I hastily ran out the door without
all the proper gear."
~Jay Broderick~

Create and Celebrate
Most of us might never win at The Siena International Photo Awards or the London Photography Awards. Nevertheless,
we can all be winners at the Annual APC celebration of photography held in May each year. At this get- together we
can have our photography on display either in print or in a slideshow. Last May I submitted a slideshow set to musical
accompaniment, thanks to the techno talents of Kathie Waterhouse. To see my efforts displayed on a large screen in
front of my fellow APC members and to see and hear their reactions was so wonderfully affirming. As well, taking the
photos in the first place provided me with so much learning and fun.
I freely admit to periods of lethargy, days when my camera and other equipment sit idle. There are times when
motivation is lacking. I simply need the injection of purpose, a goal, a project. Then ...my mind hums with ideas and off
I go with my modern day Brownie.
I submit to you my recommendation that you begin now and plan to participate in the May 2023 APC celebration. You
can start with a vision. You can start with a subject. You can start with music. You can start with something you love.
Starting now will allow you to go through the variation that 3 different seasons can provide to your photography.
Consider a slideshow of those you love playing to Have I Told you Lately that I Love You?. If you love to photograph
flowers, how about the music from the opera Lakmé, The Flower Duet? What photos could you take to accompany the
theme of optimism expressed in the Who’s Blue, Red and Grey or Monty Python’s Always Look on the Bright Side of
Life?
I hope you have started to percolate ideas and that you will find learning and enjoyment in preparing a slideshow to
share in May 2023.
N.L
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CANADIAN NEWS and
THE WORLD of PHOTOGRAPHY
From Catherine Holden

I have recently read, with fascination, the story of the missing Winston Churchill photograph by Karsh from the
Chàteau Laurier in Ottawa.
Of course, we have all heard the story of how Karsh famously whipped the cigar from Winston’s mouth, and how he
had one shot to get it right. Folklore aside, the “Roaring Lion” has become one of Karsh’s most seminal works. It
truly is a masterpiece that captures Winston as one might imagine – a force of nature.
The picture was created on December 30, 1941. Churchill had just given a rousing speech about the threat of
Nazism to the Canadian House of Commons. Karsh was able to take the picture as he was leaving the building.
What I did not know was that Karsh actually had his studio and lived in the Château Laurier right across the road
from the Parliament buildings for about 20 years. The Château was then gifted 15 original works by Karsh, six of
which were in the reading room until fairly recently!! In 1998, the Château Laurier installed the famous picture of
Winston and 5 other prints in the reading room at the Château – using a “state of the art” (for the time) fastening
system.
The picture is in fact so iconic, that it is now featured on the British 5-pound note.
Fast forward to 2022 and a staff member made a casual observation that the frame was not hanging properly and, in
fact, not the same as the other frames in the room. Upon closer inspection, the scowling portrait of Winston was
deemed to have issues. The hotel contacted Jerry Fielder, who oversees the Karsh estate, to assess the signature
on the suspect print and it was indeed confirmed – Winston had gone missing. “I’ve seen that signature for 43 years.
So, it took me just one second to know that someone had tried to copy it.”. It was a fake.
And so now we have a modern-day photographic mystery!
It was unclear when the print of Churchill, which has hung in the hotel for 24 years, first went missing. The initial
assessment was that it happened between 2019 and 2022. However, in a remarkably short period of time – like
th
th
several hours – police had been able to narrow down the period of the theft from December 25 to Jan 6 , 2022.
It turns out that a different kind of photography has come to the aid of the police. The “Roaring Lion” is a popular
place for selfies and pictures. Guests of the hotel have been taking their picture with Winston for years. Guests
started submitting their photos to police and the team has been able to so far narrow down, based on these photos,
th
th
that on the 24 of December the original was there and by the 6 of January the fake was in place! They are
appealing to the public for more pictures to see if they can close the gap.
So where has Winston gone and who took him?
An avid Karsh fan seeing an easy opportunity to gain a fabulous piece of work? A Churchill fan, wanting the
“Roaring Lion” in their living room? A student of photography wanting to live with a master class portrait? A freedom
fighter wanting an inspirational portrait above their desk? A criminal hoping to cash in on an iconic piece of art?
The options are endless. The theft has brought to the attention of Canada and the world, an amazing work by Karsh.
Selfies and snaps in the reading room will narrow down the window of time and hopefully video surveillance will
solve the crime so that Winston can be back in our Nation’s Capital for all the world to see and enjoy.
I think it is amazing and ironic, that the theft of a world class photograph will in fact be solved by other photographs!!
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After studying Barnbaum in last year’s book study, the pictures that really stood out for me were
his photographs of sand dunes. Although a trip to a large sand dune was not in the cards this
summer, I set myself the task of photographing sand and pushing the pictures into a more
abstract form. A trip to Sand Banks Provincial Park gave me the opportunity to explore a small
sand dune and these are some of the resulting photographs.
Catherine
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Photos by Catherine Holden
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From Richard MacEacheron
Vice President and Director of Public Relations

.

Since joining the club in 2018,
the well-thought-out club
activities have greatly improved
my photography skills, whether it
be with composition, exposure,
or post-processing.

Maintaining an active mind and
body with social interactions are
important factors in life,
especially as we age.
Membership and participation in
club activities contributes
positively to all three by
providing many opportunities to
learn new skills, participate in
many outings, and quality
interactions with club members.

Keep learning! Regardless of
the end photograph, it’s the
journey that counts.
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Richard’s Summer Photographs
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.

Q O H J A X

Train your Eyes to See
It is often stated that photography is composed of shapes and lines. How
the photographer uses those shapes and lines is important to the
composition. The effects one can achieve with lines and shapes are
definitely worth learning but first, here’s an exercise to help train your eye
to see shapes and lines.
Set aside concern for other aspects of photography that challenge us when
we head out with our cameras and keep it simple. Your goal here is to
look and really see lines and shapes. You can do this by photographing
alphabet letters in the world around. I don’t mean the P in a parking sign;
you must find the letters contained within other objects. Hopefully you can
see the 6 letters I found when I tried the exercise one afternoon. If not, the
clue is in the title above.
Now, just 20 more to find…

N. L.
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“Shoot what you love. Don’t worry about the rules.”

Eileen Nixon, APC Secretary
Photos from Eileen’s travels in Europe this summer
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The Weekly Photo Challenge
From Rodney Harvey

What is the weekly photo challenge?
This photography challenge is a simple exercise to motivate members to pick up your camera and share your
experiences with other members. It’s an activity to challenge yourself; it’s not a competition. This is a group
event as well; participants learn from one another and happily share their techniques. From Sunday to Saturday
each week attendees are presented with a photography challenge topic on the club’s Meetup site under events.
Attendees are encouraged to take 3 to 4 photos of the weekly topic to fulfill the challenge. It is so easy to join,
absolutely no cost and you don’t need to commit to participating every week. All levels of skill and knowledge
are welcome!
When joining a challenge like this, most people like to have a prompt since they may feel they don't know what
to photograph. By following our challenge topics, you have a guide to help you and other members to share
their experience. These weekly challenges will help you become more familiar with different aspects of your
camera and teach you about different angles, lighting, camera settings and composition.
Why should I join the weekly photo challenge?
Joining the challenge is a great way to get to know other club members. It’s fun!!! You get a chance to learn
from other members and share experiences. We would love to see what you’re taking pictures of.
Tips to stay engaged:
a. Get to know other members and find out what their preferred subjects are.
b. Tell your friends and family about the club and your participation.
c. Build your participation around your work/family life, don’t over commit.
d. There are lots of wonderful activities in the club, pick those that are going to have an impact for you.
e. Plan ahead, reserve time with your camera in your schedule and calendar.
f. Observe and be mindful of opportunities to capture images.
g. Have a camera handy for those unexpected moments.
h. There will always be times when you doubt your abilities. The trick is to face your fears and do
whatever it is that scares you. By doing so, your confidence will grow and you’ll keep transforming and
building your photography skills.
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When shooting a still life subject, shooting from far away
with a longer focal length gives you more control over how
much of the of the background is visible due to degree of
bokeh.
~from Digital Camera World July 2021~

WISDOM
Do you enjoy photographing wildlife? If
so, spend some time learning about the
animals you wish to photograph. Knowing
about them will help you to understand
their habits and anticipate behaviour.
~from Digital Camera World
October 2018~

Are you a fungi shooter? Here’s
advice from photographer Guy
Edwardes: A macro lens works
well for close up shots, a
telephoto will allow you to isolate
the fungi from its surroundings,
and a wide angle lens will allow
you to feature the fungi in their
habitat. You can get clever with
artificial light to enhance shape
and texture and control
contrast. A pair of battery
powered LED light panels is ideal.
~from Digital Camera World
October 2018~

Still life photography is not merely
point and shoot, it requires
advance planning. Take time to
watch the light in the location
where you plan the shoot. Notice
how the light moves around the
room and the quality of the light.
You will learn when you can get soft
illumination, spotlight effect and
long shadows.
~from Digital Camera World
July 2021~
“Our earth is constantly moving which
means that if you attempt to shoot the
Milky Way with an exposure longer than
15 seconds, it will be impossible to get an
in-focus shot.”
~Bryan Peterson~

The larger the softbox, the
softer the light. The closer
the softbox is to the subject,
the softer the light.

Are you a bird shooter? Here’s advice
from photographer, David Tipling. Autumn
mist hanging over a body of water is a
great way to add atmosphere. Swans and
geese are ideal subjects since they are
perfect silhouette subjects. In heavy rain
you can get memorable images by using
slow shutter speeds to feature the falling
rain. 1/125 sec will achieve a streaky
raindrops effect.
~from Digital Camera World
October 2018~

Consider bringing creativity to motion
in your photography by using your
shutter speed choices. Fast speeds
between 1/500 to 1/1000 and higher
can freeze the motion giving crisp,
sharp detail. Slow speeds from 1/4 sec
to 8 secs. result in a suggestion of
motion due to the blur achieved. Bryan
Peterson says, “There is rarely a middle
ground when it comes to the motion
filled world.”
Have you seen the social media
app Vero? It’s an ad free app
great for photographers and
music. Right now, if you sign up
you get a free lifetime
subscription. I found it based on a
tip from Viktoria Haack in one of
her posts. Other presenters we’ve
had like Dave Brosnan and Wayne
Simpson also use this app.
~Frans~

“...while great light rarely
salvages a poor
composition, a compelling
composition almost
always salvages poor
light.”
~Bryan Peterson~

“It’s often only a simple
adjustment that is
needed to make an
ordinary image
extraordinary, one that
will stop the viewer in
their tracks, inspiring
shock, laughter, or tears
– in other words, moving
the emotional metre.”
~Bryan Peterson~

Do you have a
speedlight? You can get
creative without any
flash accessories simply
by using the ZOOM
feature. Chances are you
can zoom from 24mm to
200mm. The lower the
number, the broader the
width of the beam of
light, allowing you to
light an entire scene.
Higher numbers allow you
to narrow the beam of
light and put light only
on specific areas of your
composition.
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APC Tutoring Thursdays
Every 2nd and 4th Thursday
of each month
Mondays 7 -9 p.m.

Study the Masters
Members take turns presenting information about and
photographs by photographers regarded as masters in the
field. Discussion and learning ensues and participants are
inspired to try to emulate the style of the master in their
own photography to be presented at the next Study the
Masters session the following month. First Tuesday each
month.

Thanks to our
Valuable Volunteers
Weekly Challenge - Rodney
Meeting Audio Systems - Malyar
Outings – Catherine, Michael, Richard,
Ron,and Sue
Book Study – Kathleen
Study the Masters – Kathie, Ron
Town of Ajax Assignments – Eileen
Code of Conduct – Bonnie, Kathleen,
Newsletter – Jane, Laurie, Nancy

Image Evaluations and Feedback
3rd Thursday of each month

The End
Be a part of the next Newsletter in
late November. Send your photos,
your articles, your wisdom to
leaskn7@gmail.com

Watch our Facebook page for
information and reminders.
https://www.facebook.com/ajaxphotography
club

22

